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PROCEEDINGS 

1962 NATIONAL CONVENTION 
SOCIALIST PARTY, U. S. A. 


June 3 , 9, 10, 1962 

Friday, June? 3 , 1 Q^P 


Washington, D. C. 


S® 1 ?°T nt i on was ? nened at a:30 P. M. by national Chairman 
Darlington noopes with a statement. (Appendix) 

Memorial a 

T ?!a nam ? S of comrades who had died during the last two years were 
read. Among, those listed were % Robert Aulenbach, Local Series 
A * 2 ? ola % D f v ?* ? 9 Local Brooklyn, John 1!. Duncan, Local D.C., * 

Anthony Jakubiszyn, Local Detroit, Elwood Teooley, Local Berks 

Schne?d L^l 3 r ° Shry » Local Los ^gells, HySan * 
observed, 1 ’ 1 Chlcag0 - A raoment of silence in their memory was 

e^behaf? S d tST n rf tS 1 1 ' ,e n e P VQn by corarade IHlton Zatinsky 
on or the host local 9 Washington^ D # C # 

National Secretary Irwin Suall read greetings to the Convention 
irom a number of fraternal organizations and parties. Those 
sending greetings weres ' 

Parti do Socialista Democratico (Argentina) 

British Labour Party 

Bulgarian Social Democratic Party In Exile 
rJew^ Democratic Party of Canada 
Danish Social Democratic Party 
Parti Socialiste, SFIO (France) 

Social Democratic Party of Germany 
Partij Van De Arbeid (Holland) 

Praja Socialist Party (India) 
ilapai Israel Labour Party 

Partito Socialista Dmocratico Italiano (Italy) 

Peoples National Party of Jamaica 
Japan Democratic Socialist Part^ 

Japan Socialist Party 
Socialist Progressive Party (Lebanon) 

Polish Socialist Party In Exile 
Sozialdemokratische Partei Der Schweiz (Switzerland) 

Accion Democratica (Venezuela) ' 

1 The Socialist International 

Latin-American Secretariat of the Socialist InternsHnnai 
j Socialist Union of Central Eastern Eurone 
International Union of Social Democratic Teachers 
J International Union of Socialist Youth 
j Students for a Democratic Society 
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Motions by David Edelstein. That each candidate for the political 
perspectives committee make a 30 second statement of his political 
position. CARRIED. 

’The nominees made their statements. 

National Secretary Irwin Suall presented his report (attached) and 
discussion followed. - 

Report of the Credentials Committees Max Weinrib presented the report 
of the Credentials Committee. The Committee asked the convention to 
rule on comrade Charles Van Tassel’s eligibility to serve as delegate. 

MOTIONS To seat Charles Van Tassel as a delegate. CARRIED. 

The report of the Credentials Committee was adopted. 

MOTIONS by Milton Zatlrisky. To require a vote for 5 candidates for 
the Constitution Committee and 7 candidates for the Political Pers¬ 
pectives Committee. CARRIED. 

Elected to Constitution Committees 

Benjamin Willlger 

Saul Mendelson 

Terence McCarthy 

Seymour ICopilow (convenor) 

David Edelstein 

Elected to Political Perspectives Committees 

William Briggs 

Darlington Hoopes 

Milton ZatInsky 

Debbie Meier 

Seymour Stelnsapir 

Michael Harrington 

Irwin Suall 

Rudy Pakalns 

Comrades Suall and Pakalns were tied for the 7th place on the committee 
MOTIONS by Samuel Friedman. To expand the committee to 8. CARRIED. 
MOTIONS To hear the YPSL report before adjournment. DEFEATED. 
Satirrday, a . June .9£h 

The session was convened at 10s 30 AM by chairman Michael Harrington* 
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YPSL Reports YPSL National Committee member and former National Secre¬ 
tary 9 Joel Geier 3 gave the YPSL reports 

The YPSL has demonstrated Impressive growth throughout the country. 

A goodly number of new members had been recruited from a number of the 
activities in which the YPSL is involved' and new chapters were being 
formed at a rapid clip t Comrade Geier described YPSL as a multi-ten¬ 
dency organization that In functional terms is more alive than.similar 
student political organizations a The report mentioned the following 
facets of YPSL’s works Internal educational activities 3 Including a 
series of mimeographed pamphlets on a variety of political subjects; 
Involvement in mass work notably with the Student Peace Union-and CORE. 
YPSL participated intensively in the Freedom Rides and a good number of 
YPSL members, were arrested In Jackson 3 MissYipsels have assisted in 
a number of labor struggles 3 manning picket lines 3 slttlng-in 3 etc. 

The YPSL Is sponsoring a summer educational conference to meet for 
two weeks this summer* 

Comrade Geier described YPSL’s Internal political life as a reflec¬ 
tion of the Party’s With a similar breakdown in Ideological tendencies. 
Some of the problems facing the YPSL Include factional disputes, the 
normal instability of student life and a leadership problem 3 .partly 
reflecting the fact that the current YPSL average age is 18 or 19 rather 
than older as in. former days* The average age 3 however serves to give 
the current YPSL a great deal of vigor and enthusiasm. 

MOTIONS by Irwin Suall. .To suspend the agenda and hear greetings from 
the Jewish Labor Bund. CARRIED. 

Emanuel Scherer delivered greetings on behalf of the Bund. 

Max Shachtman reported for the party committee on unity negotiations with 
the Bund. ... 

MOTIONS by Seymour ICopilow. To accept the report of the committee on 
negotiations and to authorize continued negotiations looking toward the 
successful consummation of Socialist unity with the Jewish Labor Bund. 
CARRIED. 

Greetings were read from the Socialist Union of Central Europe. 

Max Weinrib reported for the Credentials Committee. 

MOTIONS To accept the report and" seat Charles Davis of Baltimore.CARRIED. 

MOTION| by Terence McCarthy. To hear report of the constitution committee 
and limit debate to 20 minutesi CARRIED c 

MOTIONS by Milton Zat1nsky. To extend discussion to 1 hour. CARRIED. 

MOTION? by Donald Anderson. To reconsider discussion of the constitution 
in view of the fact that copies were not yet available. CARRIED. 
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MOTION? To proceed to the report of the Political Perspectives 
Committee. gARRIED. 

Comrade Milton Zatlnsky reported for the Political Perspectives 
Committee. 

The committee recommended the following procedures 3 reporters 9 one 
for each political action resolution., speaking for 10 minutes each; 
followed by 4 speakers for each resolutions«, speaking for 5 minutes 
each. The reporters would summarize for 5 minutes each. A written 
vote would then be taken 3 each resolution to be identified'by the 
name of the reporter. The resolution getting a majority would be 
the only resolution on the floor and only amendments generally in 
sympathy with the resolution would be accepted. If no resolution 
obtained a majority the matter would be referred back to the commits 


MOTIONS by Bogdan Denitch. To accept the report and recommendations 
of the committee. CARRIED. 

Reports for each resolution (attached) were presented by'Debbie 
Meier 3 William Briggs and Michael Harrington. 


Speakers for the resolutions 
Meier resolution 

Milton Zatlnsky 
Saul Mendelson 
George Rawick 
Bogdan Denitch 


?e solution 
Phyllis Jacobson 
Darlington Hoopes 
Seymour Stelnsapir 
Joel Geier 


Harrington resolu.t 
Norman Thomas 
Irwin Suall 
Max Shachtman 
Robert Martinson 


Summaries were presented by Harrington^ Briggs and Meier. 
Roll Call Vote on the resolutionss 
In favor of Meier Resolution (23) 


Allen 

N. Ahearn 

R. Ahearn 

A. Bassford 

Bolltzer 

J. ’Brown 

Cypin 

Denitch 

Henes 

Keydel 

Kneen 

Meier 


Mendelson 

Meyer 

Mirmak 

Morgan 

Morse 

M. Oppenhelmer 

Papcun 

Rawick 

Rinne 

Wllllger 

Zatlnsky 
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Aks 

Albright 

Anderson 

Aronov 

Balch 

Barton 

Briggs 

R. Brown 

Bykofsky 

Edelstein 

Estrin 

Flynn 

Friedman 


Geier 

Gordon. 

Hoopes 

Jacobson 

A. Boepplcus 

R. Boepplcus 

Bohn 

Burner 

Bunkin 

Bus liner 

Landy 

McCarthy 

Moon 


S. Oppenhelmer 
Ovshinsky 
Pakalns 
Papanek 
Parker 
S hute 
S tempa 
S telnsapir 
Syrapoulos 
Whitehead 
M, Wohl 
S . Wohl 


In- J&vnr. Df Jthe, Harrington Resolution s' (33 ) 


Benson 

Byers 

Clark 

Cul breath 

Davis 

Fineman 

von Fuchs 

Garber 

Green 

Gutenkauf 

Harrington 


Hill 

Bahn 

Bopllow 

Leopold 

Martinson 

Maxwell 

Morrill 

Panken 

Paskal 

Ramirez 

Rosen 


The convention adjourned for lunch. 


..Shachtman 
Stack 
Suall .. 
Thomas 
Van Tassel 
M. Welnrib 
R. Welnrib 
H. Wilson 
R. Wilson 
Winston 
Yeager 


The convention was reconvened at b PM. by Vice Chairman McCarthy. 

The report for the Constitution Committee was presented by Seymour 
Bopilow. ' J 7 


The Committee recommended the followings 

Art. 1 - To change the name of the organization to Socialist Partv. 
USA. : J 3 


MOTIONS by Samuel Friedman. To change t%e name but include SP-SDF 
on stationery and literature in a subordinate Diace. NOT VOTED. 

AMENDMENTs ^by Terence McCarthy. To change Art. 1 to reads f, The 
?S me TT( ?-^ Lhls organization is the SP-SDF hereinafter known as the 
SP 9 USA." CARRIED. 


Art. 2 9 Sec. 
slons of the 


9 adds "Or such action is in accordance with the deci- 
Natlonal Convention." CARRIED. 
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for "membership: clmMl)''. 6 ^' 310 " 15 '' ln laSt sentence of application 


Art, k 9 Sec* 2, 
from 20 to 16, 


CARRIED numnDer tonal Committee members 


CARRIED. SeC ‘ 3 Chan ” e the nunlber of NP alternates from 20 to 12. 
Sof™o b l6! e3 raI A |^^ Sat,lrS T '° cha “2® the a™** of alternates 
tence^’cARRED. (r ® cofl ^ ndation * ^opilow) To strike the last sen- 


Art. 4, Sec. 7. 
to 9. CARRIED. 

Art. 7 3 Sec. la. 
150. CARRIED, 

Art. o, Sec. 3. 


j-o cnange the National Committee quorum from 11 
To change permissible convention size to 75 to 
To dron the words "and Hammer and Tongs." CARRIED. 


CARRIED* T ° delete Article 13 and change numbering accordingly. 

MOTION: To ratify as amended. CARRIED. 

Sunday. June 10 

Chairman William Briggs called the convention to order at 10 AM 
ordered 1 prepared!" he NatJonal Commltt ee were made and the ballots' 
t Uat i,a_nal C ommi. tto^ ° 


Robert Alexander 
S. Friedman 

D, lieier 
Do Rlnne 
W, Briggs 

S. llendelson 

E. Papanek 
I • Suall 

S„ Ovshinskv 


M,. Shachtman 

R, Pakalns 

D, llcReynolds 
3. Denltch 

S. Bottone 
S , Topllow 
Julius Bernstein 
ii. Harrington. 


elect i. nix .of National Chai rrnpn ; 

Darlington Hoopes was nominated and elected. 
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Norman Thomas gave the report for the platform committee, 

NOTIONo by Nornan 1 homas. That the NC appoint an editing committee 
to edit the platform for publication. CARRIED, 

Introduct ion, . Adopted. 

Uom s i lS-1Hfc£Qd .Uc t.j on Adopted, 

Health Bduc ation and welfare. To Include funeral expenses under 
provision for medicare. Adopted. 

To add on Page 3 a call for the integration of state and federal 
aid to education. Adopted. 

Civil Rights • Adopted. 

Ci vil Libe rti e s. To move section on minorities to civil rights. 
Adonted. 

Ur ban. Problems. Committee recommended shortening. Adopted. 

Leisure and Communications . To add section stating socialist en¬ 
dorsement of park 3 wild life and nature nreservatlon. Adopted. 

Financing To change the name of section to Public Finance. Adopted, 

Add sentence calling for "nrogresslve taxation of land lncrements 9 
resulting from social development rather than private Improvement,” 
Adopted. 

Change section beginning n the ending of scandalous” to read "the 
ending of scandalous corporate privileges for huge 9 non-risk com¬ 
panies using natural resources which should be publicly owned.” 
x^d opted. 

Add a section calling for ” a progressive tax on undistributed cor¬ 
porate income.” Adonted. 

Delete sections beginning* ”the Immediate nationalisation of the 
communications satellite system” and "These proposals 9 we must 
emphasize” and add new section on Public Ownership. Adopted. 

Ernst- Papanek reported on expanded section on Crime and Punishment 
recommended by the committee. Adopted. 

Add section calling for "overhaul of land tax laws on state level" 
Adopted. 
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0ni “ s " to the 4 “ “ r<> - 

MOTION, by Terence McCarthy. To Include naragranh oonosing the 
increasing use of the labor Injunction. . Accented by committee? 

MOTI°Ns by Martin Onnenhelmer. To strike oaragranhs reading, "We 
f ij e !!l hat the United Automobile Workers have indicated aA imno? 
Rlll r q n e 0f , Dr ° m °ting and defending union democracy; the Pu~ 
We feel . that the entire labor movement should j 
adopt this principle as cart oi a serious 3 continuing commitment 

t and " At th ? same time s we believe that the're i! a 

tp^HrnV'° r P ro | res sive legislation oriented at Providing legal n 
hll democratic rights of workers. Sneclfically, we be¬ 

lieve that a ‘reserved powers" approach might well be a fruitful 
one; the law would describe a basic bill of internal uni on ri^s-i 
unions which voluntarily met this standard through the adootiSn of 

f£rtW tX ° nS -|h te the Ru j? llc Revlew Boar 'd would be exempted from a 
fu.tner compliance; and the procedures would only be aonlied to 

their ZnT t0 proVlde democratlc guarantees on 

AMENDMENT: To strike second paragraoh only. Defeated . 

Section on labor adopted as amended. 

Edupa^ lgQ: to add after "a free society" on P. 2s "We stronvlv con' 
education." inCe mllitary tralnJ ng doeshot belong in a SSttel 

MOTION: oy Bogdan Denltch. To refer section on education to incomi 
national committee. Defeated. 

by He ^y Batch. To add: 'We favor a Federal college schc 
larship plan on the basis of ability only." Adopted. ■ 

SPfih&S* Adopted. GallInS ^ f «»«*>»♦«. advert J 

UriamslaEneni: The Committee recommended that "unemployment" be re¬ 
moved f^om the welfare section and made a seoarate section. Adopte 

MOTION: by Paul Albright. To add "It is the duty of society through 
it-s agencies of government to provide socially useful work for a 1 ! 
who are willing and able on a voluntary basis 1 This nroblem should 
be approached from the standpoint of the needs and aspirations of 
each individual unemployed person." Adopted, 

MOTION: by George Aronov. To add section calling on Government to 
work with industry in retraining workers. Adopted? ° 0Vermnent 40 
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Forei.gji Poli-cy s To delete reference to RapackI plan and add 
"clans for the demilitarization of central Europe." Adopted. 

MOTIONS by Joel Geier. To recess for 20 minutes. CARRIED. 

MOTIONS by Ephraim Friend. To proceed with platform for 45 
minutes. DEFEATED. 

C onvent1on re c onve ned at 1 s05 by Chairman Will1am Briggs. 

Comrade Samuel II. Friedman asked that his objection to the time 
of the convention being taken up by a recess for caucusing pur¬ 
poses be recorded. 

MOTIONS To reopen nominations for the National Committee. DEFEATED. 

MOTIONS by Phyllis Jacobson. To suspend the constitutional pro¬ 
vision calling for election of the NC on the Ware system and. use 
a plurality ballot. CARRIED. 

MOTIONS by George Papcun. To hold discussion on merits of can¬ 
didates . DEFEATED. 

MOTIONS by Dp.vld Edelsteln. To reopen nomi.natlons. Ruled out of 
order. 

The ruling of the chair was annealed by Comrade Pancun. The 
chair was upheld by the convention. 

MOTIONS by Saul Mendelson. To elect by plurality ballot. CARRIED o 
MOTIONS To seat Eleanor Holmes for Donald Anderson, CARRIED. 

The ballots were distributed. 

Report for Political Persnectlves Committee by William Briggs. 

The committee recommended 3 minute reports by the reporters of 
the resolutions and a vote for and against each resolution. 

CARRIED. 

Reporterss Briggs 3 Harrington and Meier. 

Michael Harrington read the following statements "The delegates 
who supported the Harrington resolution at this convention will 
emphatically reaffirm our conviction that it represents the most 
relevant perspective put before this convention. At the same time 
we realize that our resolution will not prevail.. In the interests 
pf uniting the party and adopting a positive policy we will vote 
for the Meier resolution in that eventuality.” We continue to 
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stand by the conviction we expressed In advocating our original 
point of view. We retain our political disagreements with the 
Meier document. We wish to most explicitly re-state our oppo¬ 
sition to the analysis that emphasis on realignment is a dange¬ 
rous tendency in the YPSL. lWe support the Meier motion pre¬ 
cisely because it grants realignment activity a status in the 
Party though not the status we sought. In stating these poli¬ 
tical reservations we wish to make it clear that we are organi¬ 
zationally bound by this motion - as we are bound by all deci¬ 
sions of the Party. Finally 9 we earnestly hope this action of 
ours will provide a basis for uniting and strengthening the party] 

Vote on Resolutions 

Harrington Brig res 

for- 32 for - 4l 

against - 60 against - 53 

The Meier resolution CARRIED. 

Resumption of platform committee report. 

Civil Rights % Add provision calling for action permitting the 
federal government to transfer civil rights cases to federal 
courts. CARRIED. 

Add section on "other minorities" from civil liberties. CARRIED. 

MOTIONS by George Papcun. Add "Loitering laws are being applied 
against the segment of the people who are least able to defend 
themselves 3 namely students 9 unemployed neople 3 old people and 
young men and women who leave home to see the country. They 
are arrested on susnlclon of loitering and vagrancy without 
probable cause. This Is not countenanced by the 4th Amendment 
In the Bill of Rights. 

"The Socialist Party declares its opposition to loitering 
and vagrancy laws and arrests on suspicion for It believes that 
undemocratic 9 unconstitutional and depriving man of human dignity 
Accented by the committee. 

Civil Rights section adopted as amended. 

Urban Affairss to delete item dealing with size of cities we pre¬ 
fer. .Adopted. 

MOTIONS by David McReynolds. That section on Urban Problems be 
referred to the incoming NC. CARRIED. 

MOTIONS by David McReynolds. To ask the National Committee to 
empower the editorial committee to revise and prenare the plat¬ 
form for publication. The editorial committee may not make 
substantive changes unless authorized by this convention. CARRIED 


Meier 
for - 56 
against - 32 
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Le„Isure_a jnd^.Crmmnl ,cattons s Omit Paragraph 4 3 Page 1 . 

Therefore we propose 

Change Paragraph 5 3 Page 1 to reads "The formation of a federal 
television and radio network 9 nationally owned 3 and dedicated 
to high standards of entertainment and public dIscussion 9 which 
will provide healthy competition to the present private system. 
We also recommend participation by the talent unions and repre¬ 
sentatives of the public in the establishment of program policy." 

R^gultf-^ILthe_Nati onjjoinmEt tae, Election were announced s 


Slectad 
Briggs - 37 
Papanek - 05 
Bottone - 34 
Ovshlnsky ~ 04 
Friedman - 30 
Mendelson - 30 


Pakalns - 77 
Bernstein - 76 
Meier - 76 
Harrington - 74 
Alexander - 72 
McReynolds - 72 
Suall - 72 


TCopllow - 71 
Shachtman - 71 
Denltch - 60 


Not Elected s Rlnne - 20 


Fprei gn .Policy - Adopted as Amended. 

MOTIONS by Bohraim Friend to amend foreign policy section. Chair 
ruled this out of order 9 stating that only adoption of the plat¬ 
form was in order. 


Ephraim Friend appealed the ruling of the chair. The chair was 
upheld by the convention. 

The platform was adopted as a whole. 


MOTIONS by David McReynolds. That the resolutions on foreign 
policy of Ephraim Friend and of California (attached) be placed 
before the convention with 10 minutes for reporters and 3 speakers 
for each of 5 minutes. CARRIED. 


MOTIONS by Norman Thomas. That the Friend resolution be ruled 
out of order as incompatible with the platform section on foreign 
policy. 


The chair ruled the Friend resolution out of order. 

Friend appealed the ruling of the chair. The chair was overruled. 


Bogdan Denltch Introduced the California resolution. 
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MOTION; by David McReynolds. To nroceed with the discussion and 
adopt resolution subject to amendment, CARRIED. 

Ballots for the Election of NC Alternates were distributed. 

Sneakers for the Friend resolutions Myrna Culbreath 9 Gene Yeager 
and Ephraim-'Friend. - ■ 

Speakers for the California resolutions David McReynolds 3 Arthur 
Yunkln and Michael Parker. 

Results of NC Alternates election were announced s 


McCarthy - 7b 
Jacobson - 73 > 

S. Bykofsky - 71 - 
Stelnsanir - 71 
N. .1:1 111 - 69 
Sy-Landy - 67 


Morse - 67 
B. Bolltzer - 65 
Gutenkauf -53 
Garber - 55 
Martinson.- 55 
Joan Suall - 53 


Not elected 

Anderson - 35 Condi.t - 22 

Balch - 32 Jules Greenstein - 15 

Tunkin - 30 - ■ 


MOTIONS That the convention-proceed to a roll-call vote for 
and against the Denltch resolution and the Friend resolution. 
CARRIED. 


Roll Call Votes 


Delegate 

Denltch Resolution 

Friend Resolution 


Eon 

Ahalnst 

Tp _ „ 

Aaainst 

Van Tassel 


X 


X 

Hoopes 

X 



X 

Garber 


X 


X 

Maxwell • 


X 


X 

Culbreath 


X 


X 

Yeager 


X 


X 

Alberta Garber 

X 


X 

Rowe 


X 


X 

Ov s hins Icy 

X 



X 

Paskal 


X 

X 


Meydel 

X , 



X 

Hawick 

X 



X 

Winston 


X 


X 

Stack - Not 

Voting ,, 




Morse 

X 



X 

Tepper 

' X - 

vOg 


x 

liaciay 

X 



X 
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Martinson - Not 

Voting 


Denltch 

X 


J. Brown 

X 


Mendelson 

X" 


Parker 

X 


M. Welnrlb 


X 

R. Brown 

X 


Meyer 

X 


N. Ahearn 

x: 


Shute 

X 


Wllliger 

X 


R. Ahearn 

X 


Gutenkauf 


■ X 

R. Weinrib 


X 

Albright 

X 


Briggs 

X 


Eushner 

X 


Yunkln 

X 


Morrill 

X 


Clark 

X 


Thomas 

X 


Topilow 


X 

Shachtman - Not 

Voting 


Green 


X 

Holmes 

X 


Balch 

X 


Gorden 

X 


Henes 

X 


Jacobson 

X 


Bens on 


X 

Bolltzer 

X 


Pakalns 

X 


Edelstein 

X 


Ramlre z 

X 


Tohn- 

X 


Bassford 

X 


Flynn 9 J. 

X 


Flynn 9 E. 

X 


H. Opnenheimer 

X 


Barton 

X 


ilirmak 

X 


S. Oppenheimer 

X 


Flneman 


X 

Cypln 


X 

Ineen 

X 


Allen 

X 


Friedman 


X 

Steinsaolr 


X 

Pacanek 


X 

Suall 


X 

Moon 

X 


Geier 

X 


J. Landy 

X 


Tahn 

X 



X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


■ 
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Friend Resolutions For 14 Against 54 
Denltch Resolutions For 46 Against 21 
Not Voting 3 

The Resolution on foreign policy by Bogdan Denltch CARRIED. 

MOTIONS To refer all further business to the incoming National 
Committee and to adjourn with a vote of thanks to Comrade 
Kathleen Winston for her diligent volunteer work and to Local 
Washington* D. C, for its hospitality. CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

The convention was adjourned at 5^10 Poll. 
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Openin g Remarks of National Chairman, Darlingto n Hoopes 


Comrades, the 1962 National Convention of the Socialist Party 
-Social Democratic Federation is now open for business. Those dele¬ 
gates who have not registered will kindly do so immediately,so that 
they may be seated and have a vote in organizing the Convention. 

My opening remarks will be brief* but I think what I have to say 
is very important, and I hope you will give me your undivided atten¬ 
tion. This may be the last time that I shall open a convention of the 
Socialist Party. 

The only reasons for the existence of a Socialist Party is to 
advocate Socialism. A party which calls itself Socialist and fails to 
advocate Socialism as its central theme, first, last and all the time, 
is a fraud, and does not deserve and will not long retain the enthu¬ 
siastic support of ardent Socialists. 

This does not mean that we have to be narrow or doctrinaire. Ke 
should not insist that every member accept a hard and fast blueprint 
We must, of course, work for civil rights, civil liberties, improved 
social security, medical care, disarmament, and stregthening the United 
Nations, and carry on an everlasting struggle against poverty. 

But we should not have to look at the masthead of our [official 
publication in order to tell that it is a Socialist paper. Every Is¬ 
sue should include one or more articles which clearly explain Social¬ 
ist principles. Above all else the purpose of the Socialist press is 
to make Socialists out of non-Socialists. You do not make. Socialists 
by articles which could be written by a liberal supporter of the pres¬ 
ent system. You may convert conservatives to liberalism, but that is 
not our job. We should receive a constant flow of applications for 
membership from the subscribers of NEW AMERICA. 

Comrades, we have to make up our minds whether we are Socialists 
or liberal Democrats. 'We cannot be both. There is a basic difference 
which seems to be blurred In the minds of some of our Comrades. The 
Democratic Party is a capitalist party. Democrats/both liberal and 
conservative, seek to preserve, protect and expand the private profit 
system. 

President Kennedy was angry at the steel barons, but he did not 
threaten them with public ownership. But he did ask Congress to turn 
over the Space Communications program, upon which hundreds of millions 
of dollars of public funds have been spent, to the A.T. & T. to be 
operated for the private profit of its shareholders. That is the big- 
gest giveaway in history, and we should be running banner headline ar¬ 
ticles 1 exposing it from a Socialist viewpoint. 

Another glaring example of Democratic' favoritism to private in¬ 
terests is Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall's decision to per¬ 
mit private utilities to transmit public power from the billion dollar 
Colorado Rivers Storage Project, which threatens the very life of the 
rural electric co-ooperatives, power districts, and municipally owned 

’ This is a reversal of a public ownership policy which even 
vne Eisenhower administration did not change. Our paper should be - 
carrying feature articles attacking this steal. 
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, +-u lle Democratic Party is the firmest supporter of the war econom 

Thev t fali a over°or, St a te ;h Ma ?^: ^ b f ral Democrats are ardent militaris 
They fall over one another m their rush to vote increased military 

ppropriations._ At the same time they cut grants to the United Nati 
bare mi nimum. We should constantly call attention to these 
and the dangers which they involve. 


Let me cite one small example of what I am talking about. Instead 
of suggesting an increase in the basic $ 600 . exemption for income tax, 
which would give the poorest people more money to spend for food and 
clothes, the liberal Democratic Kennedy administration is proposing a 
tax cut for business, which will leave the wealthy more money to Invest 
in automated equipment, which in turn will add to the number of unem¬ 
ployed. 


_ _ How can Socia lists possibly reconcile such a program with our 
platform or the principles of Democratic Socialism? Socialist Partv 
support of such candidates will only confound the hopeless confusion 
which aiready envelops the American political scene. Worse than tha* 
n\^\t e t tr0Y ! ny ? hance of rebuilding the Socialist movement in fa 
s £® tes •. , 1 Fe ? pbe " on b Join the Socialist Party to support Dem 
crats. They will join Democratic clubs. 

M ° st us joined the Socialist Party to work for Socialism and 
against capitalism. We can’t do that by supporting a capitalist par 
whose every candidate Is pledged to defend the profit system and J 
never miss an opportunity to deny that they are Socialists. We make 
Socialists by constantly pointing out the evils of capitalism, and 
carrying on a continual fire against all parties and candidates who 
support it. The New Democratic Party in Canada Is doing ju«t that 
backwards Pldly galning stren S th while we are standing still or going 

We should stop soft-pedalling the mistakes and the false positj 
0 ^ llb ? ra i P emocrats - We should never hesitate to condemn them 
when they do things which are contrary to our Socialist platform and 
principles. We should point out the reasons for these differences 
name_ly, that the Democratic Party supports the profit system, and'i 

like e Socialists° ClaliSl:: ’ an(3 W6 should not ex Pect Its members to act 

... If> it.were not for these differences, we could all be Democrats 
J a P^tal D, and there would be no reason for the existence of '! 
the Socialist Party. But these vital differences do exist, and we m 
i? a ^ a ^ Soc i allSt Party to present our* viewpoint. It is our job to 
build the Socialist Party and we can best do that by emphasizing th« 
differences between it and both the capitalist parties, and point out 
why we are right and they are wrong. r j 

- Heav e n knows there is.plenty to talk about. The Kennedy prosperl 

rtL!»Ki 1 n ke the Elsenhower prosperity of the fifties; isa 1 

p bl ® J ra ^ • According to Leon H. Keyserling, former Chairman of* 
the President's Council of Economic Advisers; in I960 there were more 
than seventy-seven million persons - two-fifths of the people of the" 
United States- living in poverty or deprivation. Despite all the 
glowing campaign promises, hard core unemployment is steadily rising 
and the cost of living climbs ever upward from month to month We ° 
°wer and the industrial capacity to produce plenty for a 
but we deliberately refuse to use them. - 

, h . Because the wealthy owners of business and industry, and I 

their Republican.and Democratic representatives In Congress, are p^atl 
ning for private profit instead of the public welfare - that's why. 1 
They intentionally plan poverty for milliojs of their fellow human 
beings m order that they may have more riches for themselves. 


Under the present system the domestic policy of the United States 
Government is designed to enable the wealthy investors to rob their poor 
fellow citizens. At the same time our foreign policy is designed to 
enable the wealthy^investors to rob their poor fellow citizens. At the 
same time our foreign policy is designed to enable those same wealthy 
investors to rob the poor in the rest of the world. 

Republicans and Democrats will vigorously deny this charge. They 
assert that the United States is not imperialistic, that we have no 
foreign colonies, and that we altruistically spend billions of dollars 
every year in foreign aid. This sounds good, doesn j t it? But let us 
study it a bit. How about our foreign Investments? For. example, we 
boast of the billions that our government: has given the people of India. 
Do you know that the capitalists have received more profits from their 
investments In India since Its independence than our government has 
given in foreign aid? In other words. Congress appropriates public 
funds for foreign aid, and our investors take It all'back plus some more 
in the form of profits. Isn’t capitalism wonderful - for capitalists? 

When the people of these countries react normally, and unfavorably 
to this process of exploitation, our Congressmen and Press refer to 
them as ungrateful ingrates. Socialists have no difficulty in under¬ 
standing why the peoples of the undeveloped countries of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America resent being robbed by American investors, and hate 
the government which protects the robbers. We also know that ho capi¬ 
talist government will adopt a foreign policy.which will win the friend¬ 
ship of these peoples, A government which aids and abets the few to 
rob the many at home is hardly likely to be sincerely concerned about 
the welfare of the pocr peoples in other countries. 

Cuba is a sad example of United States foreign policy. For several 
decades its people were cruely exploited by United States corporations 
which owned most of the land in Cuba, So long as the Batista dictator¬ 
ship was in power and protected those corporate interests, our govern¬ 
ment .maintained a hands-off policy, and piously declared that it could 
not interfere in the affairs of a sister state. But when the Cuban 
people rebelled and overthrew that dictatorship and set up a new govern¬ 
ment, which took over the prperty of those corporations, the CIA 
promptly organized an invasion. Human rights don’t matter but profits 
are sacred to a capitalist government. 

This inordinate desire to protect private profits has prevented 
our government under both Republican and Democratic administrations from 
winning the cold war. We must again insist, as stated in our pre-con¬ 
vention draft platform, "that it is in democratic socialism that there 
1:L ^ S ^ he s ’ trcn S es ' t; defense against Communist totalitarianism, cruelty 
and disregard of human rights. To the degree that the United States by 
i^s policy shores up dictators, corrupt governments and great landlords 
n under-developed sections of the world it invites a defeat which 
no attainable militry strength can indefinitely forestall. What the 
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United States needs and what capitalism,, decked out as "free enter 
prise"cannot supply, is a philosophy of human development in under 
developed lands. 


"A sound philosophy must lie behind immediate policy, but tha 
policy must be specific in outlining the road to take in an effect! 
turn toward peace. There is no single track road to peace. To 
change the figure of speech, the life line to peace must be braidec 
of four strong strands: (l.) universal disarmament down to a polic 
level for preserving peace in nations and between nations; ( 2 .) a 
steady strengthening of international organization, the United Nati 
so that it can substitute law for war in our present anarchic world 
absolute nation states; ( 3 .) orderly disengagement from American mi 
tary commitments around the world which are more likely to lead to 1 
than to peace; (4) increased engagement in the holy war against pov 
illiteracy and disease around the world." 

Socialists must continue, not only to support, but actively to 
engage in, the struggle for basic human rights for Negroes and othe 
minority groups. I want to pay tribute to those members of the YPS 
and particularly to a former member of our National Committee, Comr 
Walter Bergman, of Detroit, and his good wife. Prances, for their 
valient service as Freedom Riders in the campaign to end segregatio 
in Southern bus terminals. Comrade Bergman was in the' bus which wa 
attacked and burned by a mob at Montgomery, Alabama. He was so 
severely beaten that he had to spend several months in a hospital, 
for a long time his life hung in the balance. Such a noble sacrifi 
should inspire the rest of us to do our part in this glorious cause 

In the words of the poet Lowell in the first stanza of "The 
Present Crisis:" 

"When a deed is done for Freedom, through the broad eath’s 

aching breast 

Runs a thrill of joy prophetic, trembling on from East to Wes 
And the slave where e ‘re he cowers, feels the soul within him 

climb 

To'the awful verge of mankind, as the energy sublime 
Of a century bursts full-blossomed in the thorny stem of time 


The Socialist Party-SDF rejected a unity appeal from the American 
tCommunist Party addressed to its convention In Washington, D.C. 


APPENDIX 


Statement Released to the Press, in Response to 

Communist Par ty Let ter 


- 21 


Socialist leaders Darlington Hoopes, Norman Thomas and Max Shachtman 
Issued the following statement; 

"The Communist Party today has asked the Socialist Party to.join it 
In common action, saying that this would unite 'some of the best fighters 
for peace and democracy . 1 

"We reject this appeal. We cannot accept the Communist Party’s de¬ 
scription of Itself as ’fighters for peace and democracy’. Communists 
have never stood for democracy or civil liberties in any nation where 
they have achieved power. The Socialist Party has been a consistent op- 
uonent of the Smith and McCarran Acts although the American Communist 
Party has applauded the use of the Smith Act against Its political adver¬ 
saries . 

"The Communist Party appeal calls ati-communlSm a ’poison’ which has 
divided socialist forces 1 The Socialist Party’s opposition to communism 
Is In no sense akin to that of the ultra-right,, which identifies communism 
and socialism despite their obvious and Irreconcilable differences. We 
reject this Identification from either the right or the Communist Party. 

"The Communist Party’s letter speaks of history settling many past 
differences. We have seen no evidence that the American Communist Party 
has abandoned Its subservience to Russian leadership, adopted elementary 
principles of democracy or has criticized denial of democratic principles 
by Communists In power. 

"We are as always open to factual evidence of change, illustrated by 
deeds, and stand ready as always to debate publicly slgnifieam differences. 

"The national committee of the Socialist Party, which has.authorized 
this Immediate statement, is submitting the Communist Party letter to the 
convention now In session. We have no doubt of the result." 
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as Kennedy has done 9 only emboldens the coalition. 


ADOPTED 


The first 18 months of the Kennedy Administration has quickly 
shown the gap between the promises of the campaign and the grossly i| 
adequate proposals to meet the needs of the American people. In hou 
educations unemployment 9 economic growth and civil rights s the Admin 
tration task forces clearly outlined the scope of the problems. But 
the proposals Sent to Congress were sharply.limited even before the 
Dixiecrat“Republican coalition cut them even furtherI The new admin 
tration., instead of forthrightly challenging the power of this react 
ary coalition has tried to come to terms with It on domestic legisla 
In the Interest of support for foreign policy. 


But there are other stalemates in American politics which distort 
our political climate Into a conservative shape unable to meet^the chal¬ 
lenge of the 20th century. Foreign policy.under both Democratic and 
Re nubilean administrations 9 has been decisively shaped by^military con- 
si derations 3 and only secondarily by political considerations 9 to meet 
the revolutionary changes taking place In the former colonial and semi- 
colonial world. Here is the power of the ''milItary-Industrial complex 9 
and those who are committed to the defense of catjDltallsm in an era of 
revolutionary change. Nothing better illustrates the overall conserva¬ 
tive character of the power elite in the UoS. And political parties 
committed 9 at best 3 to extremely modest reforms In the U.S. can hardly 
deal sympathetically with nations and peoples in the process of vast 
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Particularly outrageous is the refusal of the Administration to 
support any new civil rights legislation despite all the campaign pr 
ises and the overwhelming vote of the Negro people 9 a vote which was 
ci.$ive for Kennedy’s victory. Certain administrative steps have bee 
taken, such as a seemingly more vigorous Committee on Equal Employme 
Opportunities 3 but this is not sufficient e 

The campaign of the Freedom Riders to wipe out discrimination 1 
Interstate travel has presented the challenge once more. The appeal 
the Freedom Riders to stop their efforts is clearly bowing to the prj 
sures of those who seek to delay and deny such minimal steps for eqp] 
treatment. 

Many liberals genuinely believed the promises of the New Front!] 
and eagerly looked to 100 days of social legislation to meet pressin 
domestic and international problems. While It is refreshing to havej 
administration more aware of the problems of the world and more reprj 
sentative of liberal 9 labor and civil rights sentiment 9 the New Fron 
is following in the old mold of compromise on important domestic leg 
latlon and adherence to the interests of the "military industrial co 
plex" in foreign policy. At one and the same time 9 it raises the pr 
ses of social reform., uses the language of the rising revolution of 
pectations 3 and then urges greater military power to meet the thrust 
Communism, But the Cuban adventure showed that., at bottom., despite 
rhetoric of liberalism and social reform, U e S = foreign policy will n 
differ significantly from what it was under Truman and Elsenhower. 

The stalemate of U.S. politics Is threatened by both the force 
for progress and the forces for reaction. The most dynamic progress 
movement is the developing Negro struggle for first class citizenship 
and human dignity. On the. reactionary side, there Is the John Birch 
society 3 reflecting middle-class bewilderment toward the revolutions! 
struggles of our time and the challenge of Communism. 

Domestic reform legislation Is effectively blocked In Congress j 
the reactionary coalition of Southern Democrats and Republicans 5 and 
many states by the unrepresentative character of the rural dominated 
legislatures. Whether there Is a Democratic or Republican majority 3 | 
most important Congressional committees are dominated by the conservj 
tives of both parties. And long experience has shown that compromis] 


However there are other forms of the political stalemate. Eof 
the Negro in the North, the stalemate is focused in the big city poll-* 
tical machinesg and the non-legal 9 but nevertheless real institutional¬ 
ized racism In the North. The developing Negro consciousness 9 education 
and economic power 9 as well as considerations of foreign policy have 
forced the enactment of FEPC and fair housing legislation In many states. 
But the basic reality remains despite these advances. 

For liberal and labor forces in. the north, the stalemate is not 
only in the rural dominated state legislatures but in the conservative 
Democratic machines. These machines have not dealt with the problems 
of the urban areas. They speak the language of liberalism and deliver 
the vote of the workers 3 Negroes and liberals 3 but they live In an easy 
alliance with the dominant business Interests. 

Policy for the SP has to start not only from an awareness of the 
various forms of the political stalemate but from the size and strength 
of the organized democratic socialist movement. Our main concern Is to 
Involve the members of the Party in the various organizations which 
already exist arid which are devoted to limited goals. We want to In-*^ 
crease participation and activity in labor unions 3 civil rights organi¬ 
zations 3 peace organizations 3 ;various political groupings - such as the 
ADA 9 Liberal Party, reform Democratic Party Clubs 3 and community or¬ 
ganizations concerned with specific local problems such as school in¬ 
tegration 9 urban renewal 3 etc. The Party must seek ways of assisting 
Its members in these activities s and utilizing its resources to co¬ 
ordinate and strengthen these various efforts. Right now the Party and 
Its members have only peripheral involvements and Influence in these 
organizations and movements. 

We should particularly emphasize 3 where possible 3 these dynamic 
organizations that are fornally politically non-partisan. We urge this 
not because of their "neutrality" but because they represent a more 
radical response to American society. The.growth and strengthening of 
these "peripheral" groups is essential to any. longer range radicallza- 
tion In America. Furthermore the active people In these movements con¬ 
stitute the bulk: of the Involved radicals; in this country today. It Is 
amongst these people that the. Socialist Party can find potential members 
today„ j Thay are the people who do not need to be convinced of the de¬ 
sirability of either realignment or a third party. They usually vote 
Democratic 9 but what they do on the other 364 days of the year reore- 
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sente the sum total of those activities In which a growing Socialist 
Party would he a unifying and synthesizing force. 

4 

We are referring specifically to the following activities whict 
either clash with the major trend of official liberalism or which pr 
It from the left with their more militant approach. 

1. The peace movements SANE, which In the past year has takes 
the first distinct steps toward broadening Its concern from nuclear 
policy alone to all aspects of democratic foreign policy; the Amerlc 
Friends Service Committee, with its peace marches and its increasing 
successful labor conferences; the Student Peace Union 3 which has spi 
to many campuses. 

2. The direct action civil rights movements C 0 EE 3 Freedom RlJ 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 3 and similar Independent 
local: groups. 

•3v Groups struggling for democracy in the trade union movemen 

4. The Negro American Labor Council 9 which reinforces the dire< 
action civil rights movement 9 but also serves to advance the cause 
trade union democracy on a basis of racial equality. 

In the past both the advocates of realignment and the advocates 
a labor (or third) Party have tended to exaggerate their relevance ■ 
the Immediate day-to-day life of our movement. Granted that these i 
Important and highly desirable developments 3 it Is a mistake to thi] 
that advocacy of them by the small socialist movement is either in j 
way central to our present appeal 9 or that It can significantly aff* 
the possibility of either goal coming to fruition. Furthermore sue 
an emphasis is a deterrent to our growth in this period. For It Is' 
fact that the youth are growing at a far more rapid rate than the P 
because youth who have arrived at a radical social outlook are read! 
to commit, themselves in accordance with their principles to a small 
ganization. Any attempt to make political realignment the major em 
phasis of our activity will contribute to liquidating our youth sup] 
which Is the most promising source at this time for future militant- 
Socialist participation in all arenas of American life. 

To sum up our political perspectives and our orientation during 
the Kennedy administrations 

f>.oyWe• represeht as a Party a fundamentally different approach 
the problems of society. We are not 9 In other words 9 the left wing 
the Kennedy administration. 

2 . We would welcome realignment of the present two-party syste 
as a decisive step forward I,n American politics. We welcome activl 
by liberal Democrats aimed at getting their Party to carry out the 
liberal planks contained in the Democratic Party platform. Members 
the. Socialist Party are free to participate in efforts at change wit 
the Democratic Party. The Socialist Party.today 9 for reasons detail 
above s does not emphasize such arenas 9 but neither does It exclude 
possibility chat In some locals these types of reform clubs can pro-' 
a meaningful, year-round center for political activity on nelghborhoo 
local .and national Issues, 

__fl 
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3 . We do not exclude a turn of events sometime in the future that 
would result in a mass liberal-labor "third" party 9 which we would of 
course welcome. Where local Independent liberal or labor political ac¬ 
tion is possible on a mass scale 9 Socialists should participate. At 
the present time 9 considering our own weakness and our still peripheral 
relationship with the liberal 9 labor and civil rights arenas 9 It would 
be incorrect for us to emphasize initiatives on our part for this pur¬ 
pose. 


4. Socialist candidates should be nut forward where a serious 
campaign Is assured 9 and where a significant response Is likely. We 
should not run candidates merely as a gesture on behalf of our princi¬ 
ples 3 thus demonstrating our weakness and convincing the people we most 
want to Influence of our sectarianism. 

5. What we should emphasize Is that our proposals for a new soci¬ 
ety are accompanied by an unceasing effort at participation iri all the 
areas of social concern where significant radical and militant activity 
is being carried on 9 with the immediate objective of making our party 
the assembling point of American democratic radicalism. Only then can 
the question of the Socialist Party's Intervention In reorganizing Am¬ 
erican political party life become a serious and significant debate. 
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Briggs Resolution nn Polities! Aotton 

DEFEATED 


American socialists find their natural allies among the members 
the organizations of social nrotest - the peace* civil rights 9 civil 
liberties and labor movements. The evidence is already In that thes| 
movements of social protest will increase 9 expand and fuse their eff 
in ? the coming period. Many people will begin to see that a major ba: 
rier tp social equality and the abolition of war is the political co: 
trol of the country by Democrats and Republicans 9 thus bringing them 
closer to the socialist viewpoint. 

There are Important signs of increased, liberal and even radical 
stirrings in the United States; the resurgence of political Interest 
the campus with student Involvement in civil rights 9 peace 9 and civl 
liberties struggles; the militancy of civil rights activists In the 
Negro community; the broadening of peace activity beyong the ■tr.adlti 
pacifist organizations. The tide of McCarthyite hysteria Is part of 
past 9 although many of its reactionary Influences are formalized int 
laws which represent a danger to our democratic rights. The labor m 
rne-nt 9 with few exceptions 9 lags behind these progressive development 
and remains-tied to capitalist politics 9 thereby falling to fulfill 
role of a broad social movement offering leadership to the nation. 

Within this framework 9 the socialist movement In the United Sta 
faces the following taskss 

1. To maintain Its ideological Independence in the face of pres 
sures for conformity and adaptation and to demonstrate the validity 
the socialist alternative. 

2. To educate on the need for radical and fundamental social cl 
In order to achieve peace and self-determination for all peoples 9 pu 
an end to poverty and discrimination and safeguard democracy. 

3. To participate actively in those movements which are now wo 
whatever their limitations 9 towards these goals. 

The fact that socialists find their major area of work within t 
organizations of social protest obviously does not exclude a deep co 
cern with those divisions within the capitalist parties which occur 
precisely because of increasing social protest. We have every Inter 
In adding to the clarification of national politics by seeing that tl 
labor-liberal-minority element in the Democratic Party 9 for example 5 
crystallizes its opposition to reactionary policies and practices, 
ever 3 as an independent party with a nrogram s views and activities o 
our own 9 we must take great care to clearly distinguish ourselves fr 
the liberal apologists of our own society. 

The SP-SDF rejects as self-defeating and disorienting the nolle 
of entering the Democratic p arty to support liberal and labor-endors 
candidates with the perspective of transforming it Into a more consi 
tently litoral party. This nollcy is not a tar11 r .g it is not slmpl 
a proposal for an additional arena where we can meet 3 Influence and: 
cruit people to the organized socialist movement. It is 9 In essence 
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an over-all political approach Which undercuts any rationale for the 
need today of an Independent organized Socialist Party, 

The change of the administration in the United States has produced 
no major change In either domestic or foreign policy. The Kennedy admin¬ 
istration has been marking time on the domestic scene and pursuing the 
same disastrous Iruman-Elsenhower foreign ; policy. Under nressure of the 
labor and civil rights movements 9 the administration has backed some 
Improvement In the minimum wage nrogram 9 has taken limited action to ex¬ 
tend civil rights for Negroes in the South and proposed a very limited 
-program for medical care for the aged. 

Measured against the needs of the American people and the crisis of 
our time 9 the Kennedy administration., despite the liberal rhetoric 9 has 
pursued a very moderate policy. It has rejected any fight for meaning¬ 
ful Congressional action on civil rights and cautioned moderation to the 
civil rights militants. In the face of the persistently high level of 
unemployment the administration has proved bankrupt It has resisted 
labor's demands for bold government action and simultaneously opposed 
labor's proposal for a shorter work week. 

Although the Dlxiecrat-Republican coaltion rules Congress 9 most 
Northern Democrats do not find this arrangement unllvable. The Kennedy 
administration has not challenged this ractionary coalition's power but 
tailored its proposals to accomodate it. While theDipfieTprai;-Ropnhi i>an 
coalition is a roadblock to progress 9 Northern Democrats and the Kennedy 
administration are in turn, committed to maintaining their own coalition 
with the Dixiecrats within their own party. 

Socialists see the need for a fundamental political realignment. 

But to give meaning to this realignment;, we need an awareness by the 
labor movements liberals 9 the peace movement and the forces fighting for 
civil rights that neither the Democratic nor Renublican parties can serve 
as the basis for the political change necessary. In recent years 9 there 
have been many efforts by liberals and trade unionists to make the Demo — 
cratic Party a meaningful party with a progressive platform. These ef¬ 
forts have been to no avail 9 and the progressive elements have ^ been a De¬ 
sorbed Into that political potpourri of liberals and conservatives 9 labor 
and union busters 9 Negroes and racists* peace advocates and supporters of 
bomb deterrents. 

While there may be only limited indications of liberal 9 labor and 
Negro dissatisfaction reaching the point of openly challenging or break¬ 
ing with the Democratic Party and the Kennedy Administration,, the urgency 
of a fundamental political change remains. The interest of labor and the 
nation requires the formation of a new party. Such a party can only be 
formed with the active leadership and support of the labor movement. 

This Is the central issue of domestic politics. 

In the coming nerlod it is necessary for Socialists to urge and 
point out the necessity for electoral action Independent of the old par¬ 
ties, The 1962 elections will see several such Independent campaigns. 
With the favorable development of such local campaigns and other similar 
campaigns by labor 3 liberal and civil rights groups 9 we hope for the 
formation of :ew regional and national political groupings. 
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In the absence of Independent electoral activity by a party loci 
the following will guide members and locals In their activities; 

1, Where an Independent candidate for elective office is making 
a. real break with the machinery and political attitudes of the capit 
1st parties, such a candidate may be endorsed by the local Party or¬ 
ganization in the area only after consultation with and approval by 
National Committee. 

2* Those of our members who are actively engaged within the va 
1ous organizations of social struggle and protest may find themselvs 
In situations where these organizations and/or their members are in¬ 
volved in local electoral campaignms within the old party structure, 
Under; these circumstances 9 socialists whose effectiveness would be - 
limited by non-participation may participate in these campaigns as } 
dividuals after' consultation with their local socialist organizatloi 

The Socialist Party has a long tradition of participation in tl 
electoral arena In its own name. Socialists appreciate that in the 
United States there is little prospect of an immediate mass radicalj 
tion which will produce a mass socialist organization. Recognizing 
this 5 the Party reaffirms, however, that such electoral activity re¬ 
mains one of its objectives, although the participation in any parti 
cular campaign must be weighed by what is practical and politically 
and organizationally effective. 

In the context of the problems of the current period^ socialist 
..must be prepared for the probability of a continued, extended periot 
of patient work in mass organizations and education-propaganda work, 
This work will help to rally membership to the local party organ!zal 
The Socialist Party reaffirms Its belief that it can participate be: 
in the many areas of political activity by remaining^the voice of A 
. erican socialism and the traditional opponent of capitalist ideoloj 
and politicsc 
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First Harrington Resolution on Political. Action 

Anrl The 1 Q6P F.leoti mis 

DEFEATED 


Two years after the election of John F. Kennedy to the Presidency 
with a Democratic majority in both houses of Congress, the people of 
America continue to look in vain for a "new frontier.” There has been 
a slight advance with the aid of pressure by the trade unions and other 
progressive groupss depressed area and Industrial retraining programs 
were launched and an Improved minimum wage bill has been passed. A re¬ 
freshing tone of youthful vigor in Washington has replaced the buslness- 
as-usual lethargy of the Eisenhower years. Yet, measured against the 
hopes and aspirations of the millions who crave a broadening of civil 
liberties, an end to the shame of racial inequality, alternative roads 
to world peace and an end to economic Injustice and unemployment, the 
record of'solid accomplishments has been remarkably slim. 

In one vital area after the other unsolved national problems are 
fast becoming Imminent national crises? race relations, automation, 
medical costs, education, the plight of our cities, transportation. Yet, 
inspite of the fact that the President’s own "task forces” often defined 
these problems with courage and some vision, next to nothing has been 
done to come to grips with them. And in some areas, as in the case of 
the Administration’s proposals for private operation of the vast new 
communications satellite program, and private development^of Western 
water power resources, there has been a lamentable knuckling under to 
corporate influences. 


Today, the most threatening spectre which haunts America Is not the 
direct Impact of the reactionary ultra-right, but the accomodations with 
it which the Republican Party is prepared to make, and the avoidance of 
Issues by most Democrats in order to insure that their party’s popular¬ 
ity is not harmed. Thereby, the entire nation suffers. 


Yet, there is much that Socialists find hopeful and^ promising in 
the current American scene. Dedicated peace and civil rights advocates 
have fought courageously for meaningful advances in these areas. e re¬ 
joice in the growth especially amongst the nation’s youth, of groups 
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like the NAACP, CORE, SNCC, SANE, TORN TOWARD °EACE and SHJ. The sit-ins 
and neace marches of the nast two years have shown the world : that there 
is indeed another A erica, one which shares the asoirations of people 
everywhere and is willing to sacrifice to achieve them. The 
ening of all these movements is a vital task of Socialists coming 

period. The SP-SDF sees further the need to help to broaden their 
vision, awaken them to their inter-relatedness, and above all to bring 
them into the political struggle for social democracy and peace. * or 
the achievement of the great aim of the civil rights andpeace movements 
requires protest plus progress, direct action plus politics. 


The great dilemma of this period is that our party system, as pre¬ 
sently constituted, does not offer to the dedicated citizen an oppor¬ 
tunity to work effectively for a progressive political program. ne n e 
Publican "ar cy, with a few excentions, remains the party °i 
big business and unprincipled compromise with racism and “t 

tion. The Democratic Party is still an unprincipled coalition 
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dedicated liberals 3 trade-unionists^ business- Interests, racists and t 
nished city bosses and hucksters, in contrast to the Kennedy-Johnson- 
Ad!-.1 histration* which is committed to keeping this grotesque coaxitiot 
in~'tact, we Socialists seek to shatter utterly this coaltion and to rJ 
Diace it With a new 9 genuinesly meaningful nolltlcal alignment^one 
which offers to the people an intelligent choice of program, 
realism dictates that the decisive struggle must be waged for the for 
of a new progressive liberal-labor political movement in and around t| 
Democratic Party, For it is with that Party that tne most nolitlcallj 
advanced liberal and working-class elements are now Involved, what 11 
needed is the consciousness of nurnose,dedication t,o program and strei 
of unity that will enable the liberal-labor wing of the Democratic -a* 
to wage an aggressive struggle for dominance. 

Even now 3 in embryonic form 3 that struggle is taking place - the 
form movements in New York, California 3 Texas, etc* - the Negro candi 
dates-in the South - COPE. The £P-SDF does not Intend to isolate its 
because" of Its third party tradition. We do not Intend to stand asid^ 
from this fight. ; 

As Socialists 3 we realize that a mass socialist movement will no 
erunt suddenly from out of nowhere 9 but will flow from the struggles 
the people for the things that mast concern them? jobs, peace, equali 
lustIce. Further 3 as activists in the movements for civil rights and 
D^ace who urge greater Involvement in politics 9 we dare not offer fori 
las that are so remote from the concrete realities as to condemn thesl 
movements to political sterility 9 compelling them to await developmed 
of which there are now not the remotest signs 9 i.e. bP as a potent eli 
toral force 3 or a full-blown Independent labor party. 

While our general perspective is toward the program outlined abo 1 
we recognize ..that the 1962 elections do not offer the immediate nrosp 
of political‘realignment. But 1962 does enable us to make 1 

ward realignment. Further the Congressional elections offer the cnanj 
to elect a small but significant bloc of dedicated champions of peace 
civil rights 3 civil liberties and economic justice. 

The SP-SDF Is prepared to support those courageous^liberals who 
our support in primaries and in elections. As indiyiduds 3 Socialis ; 
should feel free to work through their unions 9 major; party^clubs and 
nfcrani zatlons not only for Increased labor and minority—group i 
regis! trati onFbu.? n for° theele cti on of those liberal candidates who co 
sistently support peace, labor, social welfare, and civil rights^legi$ 
tion and programs and will fight against the reactionary Republican 
iecrat coalition. Such participation does not commit tne SP-SDF to t 
campaigns or to the dilution of its own program and vital socialist ec 
cational work. 

A distinction must be drawn between genuine liberals who deserve 
sunport, and candidates reluctantly endorsed by labor and liberals, 
oorting the latter only adds to liberalism's deoendence upon the Demo 
ic Party. It does not lead to the sort of basic realignment we and H 
liberals seek 3 a realignment which must .Involve Increased Democratic 
dependence upon the progressives, 

'Where a meaningful independent liberal., labor, or socialist camp 
can be waged, the SP-SDF should Involve Itself to the fullest,. Care 
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guarantee the victory of a reactionary. 

Me vUes e of A ?n3usScl° C hSoc?i.sy! "tokeSs^^aSdlown-SghfXlud 

^^^^^he^vision^oFth^dedicateTneace^and^civilrights 3 advocates with 
broaden the visron of the «oic ^ ^ polltlcal strugg ie for social 

democracy°and 3 economic equity in the United States, and throughout the 

world in which we live. 
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SECOND HARRINGTON RESOLUTION ON POLITICAL ACTION 


DEFEATED 


The Democratic and Republican parties 3 jockeying for advantage 
In the 1962 Congressional elections., promise little to Americans who 
have been struggling for an end to racial discrimination^ the abollti 
of poverty and. economic in justice 3 and, the subordination of a futile 
search for absolute military security,, to an enlightened economic and 
political policy. 

Inmost congressional districts,, Issues of national and world-v/; 
urgency will be obscured in the traditional shell games of American 
politics 3 namely localism 9 demagogery 9 and the reduction of the demari 
of competing Interest groups and social classes to a minimum., coupled 
with an exaggeration of the remaining pragmatic differences. 

Today the specter which haunts America is neither the radical 
right nor communism. Thanks to the exposure of the radical right f s 
absurd view of the world in which we ltve 9 in which the SP-SDF has 
played a leading role,, and the unsavory character of many of Its pett 
chieftains 3 It will have little direct Influence in the 1962 campalgr 
What we fear is that the vote-hungry Republican party will make 
concessions to It 3 and that many Democrats will accomodate to it henc 
shifting the arena of debate to the right of where It stood in the 
i 960 campaign. 

Despite the efforts of a lonely handful of intelligent 3 modern 
conservatives 9 the Republican Party remains the party of self-rlghteo 
privilege 3 economic illiteracy and social myopia. Many of its leader 
are prepared to compromise with racism as well as neo-fascism. Not t 
least of Its disservices to American life is the way In which its 
obscurantism veils the deficiencies of its rival - the Democratic Pah 

Two years after the Democrats elected John F. Kennedy president 
on the most progressive platform In the party’s history,, the visions 
of the New Frontiersmen have sunk beneath the horizon 9 and the Democr 
party Itself has retreated Into the safety of the political havens it 
knows so well. It remains a curious hodge-podge of dedicated liberal 
militant and not-so-mllltant trade unionists 9 business Interests 9 
racists 9 hucksters 3 tarnished city bosses and their reformer critics. 

In the controlling centers are the professional politicians 3 
adept at giving labor unions and civil rights organizations the 
minimum necessary to keep zhem in the Democratic coalition., but not 
enough either to satisfy their legitimate aspirations 9 change the 
power structure of our big business dominated economy,, or cost the 
party any of its right wing votes. 


e SI ffif i 

96 O platform promised. 

He saved us from a steel eKestraSts'anftSrshllving 

tie labor movement return o gr Federal aid to education,, to 

f Its demand for a shortened work "Z e attention. Is. all but abandoned 
hlch the President has^given so much attention^ ^ ^ promi ed 

■or the sake °f Preserving tbe l3em,^ratio^o ^ s 9 ri&us program for 

Consumer pr<otecti«on legxslatron_us f f transportatlon problems has 

^etKomeKrom Congress 3 despite the^Presldent^s^appreclati.on^of^t 

Frontiersmen hav^abdlcated their responsibillty^and^claims^to^the old 

natronl zes^rtlsts^ S the S^edtfreSaln at the mercy of the hucksters... 

Meanwhile Americans of all races and particular^^FSghts ^ 

other youth organizations have^ntensifxed their^figh ^ 

and their search £?Ep eoBE SNCC SANE, SPU and Turn Toward Peace 
in the growth of NAACP ’’ EAh e YouAg Peoples Socialist League 
in which many of our members and th | » little publicized 

have been active. We f3 £d hope de unlon democracy, better public 
battles that have been g community life In which Socialists have 

education, and more democratic comm' u , ^ * f Americans for more 

and^humanUgovermenf 3 at local, state and national 

levels. 

One of the most , vital , obl i g gooycAi Z ens wh^havEbeen^upportlng 

the horizons of the thousands o g - ,,^ es to S How their inter- 
one or the other of these Progressive tendencies, latlons between 

relations, to help improve the sometimes not » t advocates 

civil rights advocates, municipal reformers, pe^ ^.. wlth the 

and trade unionists, and to work with all ot ™ CO alltion which 

CTOnll . n pi v *i 1 bpval Doliticlans to forge a new ayiwiujb 

fm foice a bSc P ?eallgnment In American politics. 

In contrast to the present Kennedy-Johnson^administration 

which seeks to keep the present Pe ?° c with a new alignment 

socialists want to shatter it and to replace it witha n lQ 

in politics which will present Am y 3 ? a 5Len ^oUessives and 
this nation with meaningful choices be ■_ _ - liberal and labor 

conservatives. We do not doubt, aa the decisive struggles 

friends never tire of telling us ’.KV A thin the Democratic Party. 

for political realignment will take place W3 y^ tlve jn many of the 

Socialists will, as they have in the P 9 much doubt is that 
skirmishes in that campaign. What we do v ry h d Democra t lc Party 
realignment is advanced by all-out commitments 











as it how is s by support of all the candidates thrown up by its exist 
coalitions or by vows to never undertake or support independent labor 
or socialist tickets in locales of socialist or labor strength where 
popular demands are Ignored by Democratic machines.. 


The SP-SDF is prepared to support those radical and liberal 
candidates who seek our organizational support in primaries and 
electionso As individuals 3 socialists are encouraged to work throug] 
their unions, party reform clubs and other organizations, not only f 
increased popular registration but for the selection of those libera' 
labor candidates who consistently support peace, labor, social welfa: 
civil rights and economic reform legislation and who have the will 
to actually fight in Congress the Republlcan-Dlxlecrat coalition. Su 
participation does not commit, the SP-SDF as an organization to these 
campaigns and most emphatically does not require the SP-SDF to dilutj 
its own program, to de~emphaslze its own long range educational work 


;he road toward realignment, and shun the sham battles. 

r 4 -^ few years, many of the real fights will be waged 

^In the xt y and Deace community organizations, not rn 

ay unions, civu "o _ » SP-SDF calls unon its members and 

Vst the electoral arena ine all Qf and to d 

•riends throughout^the n i J each of these groupings for the 

;helr utmost to w* their coming together in a broadly based _ 

democratic coalition which will force realignment upon the politicians. 
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A distinction must be drawn between genuine liberals who deseri 
support and the Democratic hacks endorsed by labor and some liberals 
often reluctantly whose devotion to progress is conditioned by the 
interests of the existing Democratic coalition and the whims of thei: 
principal local supporters. Supporting such candidates in fact only 
adds to liberalism's and labor*s dependence upon the Democratic Part 
not to the basic realignment we and.most liberals seek, a re-alignme 
which must involve increased democratic dependence upon liberal, lab 
and civil rights groups. 


Where a meaningful‘independent 3 labor or socialist campaign ca 
be waged, the SP-SDF should participate with utmost vigor. Care sho 
be taken to select districts where a political and educational impac 
can be made, ana where-the results will be the achievement of a stro 
socialist “liberal!.-labor eolation, not the isolation of socialist and 
other independent political actions advocates from the general liber 
labor community. 


We do not delude ourselves that real political realignment is 
just around the corner.' It is our goal, as it is that of many other 
progressive Americans. It must be worked for vigorously and without 
the burden of either traditional Socialist Party orthodoxy, or any o' 
formula which seeks either to exaggerate the present weight of liber 
labor forces within the Democratic Party, or the strength of those 
elements within the labor movement currently discussing independent 
political action. 


It is time the American "left" came of age in its thinking 
about American politics. One set of lllustions Is no more conducive 
to clairty of thought and effectiveness of action than another. 
Socialist should be In all the real fights that will take place alon 
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Denitch Res olution on f oreig n Policy, 


ADOPTED 


President Kennedy has announced the decision to resume atmosp; 
testing of nuclear vfSpons* and the world inches closer to destruct: 
Like the Soviet resumption of testing^last fall, the U.S> decision 
an offense against all of humanity. Radioactive fallout knows nop 
nations1 boundaries; it falls everywhere, and the tensions of the 
was are tightened, up to a still higher pitch. 

The Soviets’ resumption of bomb testing increased the polluti 
of tl^eratmosphere^ accelerated the arms race and strengthened reac 
ary pressures in the United States by giving the ultra-Right and t 
proponents of US. Tests new ammunition. But that does not excuse 
the 1 Kennedy administration, whose decision to resume testing is cl 
its own responsibility. 

The American decision to copy Russia in resuming the tests is 
desparately wrong. Both sides already have what is called an ''ove 
capacity. We are told that this time the decision is different; tl 
we will promise not to explode any more bombs m the atmosphere if 
Russians will only sign the same treaty, slightly modified which t 
have continually rejected. Everyone knows that the pressures on t 
Kennedy administration to resume testing have been increasing. Th 
problem has been, for the administration, how to make these tests 
table to a dubious world opinion. The uncommitted: nations knew th 
our resumption will only guarantee that the Russians will launch a 
test series, to "close the gap" again. How long can this race con 
ue before radioective fallout passes the "tolerable" level? And h 
much more tension can people stand before they begin to listen toj 
insane voice of the advocates of preventive war, the ^groups in bot) 
the United States and the Communist bloc who are ready to push the* 
button and get it over with? 

We of the Socialist Party are against bomb tests. East or Wei 
But to say that is only a first step. What is the alternative to 
testing, on our side? Is it to let the Soviet Union and Cnina^win 
cold war and the world? is the only choice between being “Red ' or 
"dead"? We believe that the choice is a false one, and is only ad 
vanced by those who can see now way out, and whose death instincts 
very strong indeed. 
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>ave « themself toWiWft £•££ 


hhey 


souanon willingness to 

doininatlon. In Hun 


_ • , • | | 1 ^ | [ ,* i 1) f V I * • ' * 

— ■/, force to"crush any revolt - and Commll nist 

use armed xorce ™ r _ uba > in Guatemala - both r.ne u. 


Korea, Laos, and Vietnam 
of khR two' rival powers, and the peoples 


The strangest argument for testing is that any major nuclear 
vance for one side invites war by making "victory’ possible; hence 
is aro-ued, equalization of "deterrent” ability is necessary for pe 
even if it takes more bomb tests, and still more. But this only r 
veals that it is the cold war itself which must be ended. Even if 
are suspended again for a time, the danger of war would still be J 
Tests must be stopped, but the real answer to the endless crises 
cold war is not to be found in simply opposing further testing. T< 
break out of the circle of the arms race, a new politics is needed* 
politics of democracy and of socialism. 

A s socialists, we do not support either the politics of the m: 
tary-industrial complex of American capitalism, or those.of the to, 
itarian Communist bloc. We are not appeasers or neutralists, out* 
tical opponents of both war camps. While there are important dif.. 
ences between the two systems, both the U.S. and Communist rulers a 
In their own ways, enemies of freedom and dowoexvey Y * i‘ 


gary, in Tibet, ^imperialist tactics. 

blocs have A® battlegrounds of the two n 
have been the the victims. 

these countries . - h worl a are continually 

4 - of most of the peoples oj. the °£ia^ ln . the Middle 

The interests jtems , m Latin Araenc., dictatoships are 

threatened by, bot y lnst colonialism and n peoples of those 

East, tbe revol tion. aga^ ^ , tjJ AT0 allies The peopx^ cld rulers, 

opposed by th bn^a nt t0 substitute - ? b W 8D r>ence of a positive social 

but n the e polTW c | °f e fLtalitari4Ssmlena to push them into the om 

alternative to oov- 

munist camp- Requires 

f^aningful. StnugRie for .Peace . CamfiS. 

. _ tkp souls of the men who now run 
-nnnf be won by changing t .fpp peace, without a poll 
Peac d Washington and Peiping, fbe ^ only have temporary and 
Moscow and Washirg pre sent system, PSh ■ * toward war. 

tical alternate 'zo .-n i , acf-M the need to oppose the 

limited successes, 11 str uggies, but. stress the 

EoSlSlw « “‘cC by: 

■ ” 1_ 
latera.-ly) - t9 A significant peace move 

people who do not, ult ^ nQ | realize it now . 

cold war, even ii - - le ?t. Today, the 

There is in the ^e^State^acuum xabor^ent, -^U ons . 

pendent 6 liberals no j^ e n gg d g^ 1 ahove°all^” i| ^ a^^the 

. 

A peace moyemerrt_whj^^ 

have no real 

i-ng for a f^wjnoi^tVis^—It-—nority groups, who ^ iRtra tion 

labor, liberals,^and ^ elect a Democratic admn^ on 

voice in government. -- continued build -up ^ r ights, housing, nn- 

which has concentrated on a -o problems of civil right 
multiplying armaments, ave sho ved aside. 

employment and medical force wh ich can 

An alliance on the ^cra^e^S planning for an t 

make the demand for peace efx - > toward war; we can y 

The American economy today isje minor ,, y groups find then 

disarm when labor, liberal 
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establishment? ^ ^ entrenched leader ' s <*■ the military-indust, 

, f S su ° h a ” °PP° si tion develops, the United States can begin* 
turn toward a democratic foreign policy, one which will provide j 
Instead 1 ?? 1 ?, road 1° defeating both colonialism and Communist ext 
5^? ad supporting reactionary rulers with military aid, such* 
? ol ?; 0y for peace would support democratic revolutiona’-vl 
grams against poverty and dictatorship. Such a policy would havJ 

aid to the Cuban revolution thus combating the 
authoritarian and Communist influence in the Castro regime, S whieh 
distorting that revolution into a dead end. cl " 

For the future, a foreign policy, for peace reauires that we 
, a T Ji^; arices democratic forces everywhere- for example, in Germd 

with a social democratic movement which seeks an independent cour 
not with Adenauer and the ex-Nazis whom we now support. . * 

j.. ?o 6 i, 0n v y Way in whioh the Peace movement can become fully ef 
tive is by becoming political. Those who want peace must be will 

a Ilian??? f.i i-S d ^ ri;:LS t t ^'°2 which refuses their demands, and to m 
add 1 n !1 f,w lt h the social forces capable of building an alternate 
the Establishment. They must be willing to consider the 
a third party, like the New Democratic Party in Canada if a mean 
realignment of the major parties in the United States proves imp? 

The time for a new political alliance for peace is now The 
oi^Nlxon.^ PSaCe demands a new America, not the America of *Kenne 


This resolution was adopted subject to editing for wording in 
keeping with Its general intent. 
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APPENDIX Rpenlution on Foreign. Pf>ll£v 


DEFEATED 


' sP-SDE considers the mounting of a political offensive 

!• ^totalitarian regimes to be a prime element In the struggle 
against all tot It . & ^ litloal offensive for liberation and freedom 

f ° r tr??st realistic and effective alternative to the maintenance of a 
“““ » f “= 18 ” “ rror - 

O ThP world conflict between the rival social systems Is both pol- 
I h ?iiitarv The cower of totalitarian collectivism derives, not 
itical and.^^lear cower or Industrial capacity, but from the political 
only from its able, through virtual default, to present 

strength it | a ^er 7 underdeveloped countries as the most reliable 

S”aU opprSS to bre.1, the Ponds of s.rvitnde and 

exploitation. 

m onstrous D ??ra?rto?f t?°??f a truly dem¬ 

ocratic foreign policy. 

» TVl - qp_o DF c alls on the Amerleagueople to encourage, sponsor and 
4. The or our caiib^u ^ seeking to overthrow re- 

gimes"of^exploltation, S imperla! 1 st domination and totalitarian or authori¬ 
tarian tyranny. 

s ui- 1w . p the American people to reject the policies of accomoda- 

status quo in any part of the world. 

7 The fight for democratic freedom cannot be limited to the under- 

kssk ss&s g 

to the fascist and authoritarian regimes m the capital! 

o TVl . cp_qt)t? insiders all totalitarian collectivist states s whe- 
ther formally allied to the Russian bloc or not enemies g d |^acy an 

socialism. It is a mockery to call totalitarian states like lugosiavi 
Poland and Cuba socialist. There can be no socialism without democracy. 

9. Negotiations leading to temporary truces with enemies mav^fne?? 

buy time or to localize and neutralize areas o mi i y a1 _ strategic 

essary. The SP-SDF warns, however, against illusory . total- 

concessions to allay th,i so-called legitimate security fears .^f^he^totai 
itarian cowers can bring peace or reduce the po * lmDer ^ a ii S tic ri- 

dlohidt empires of and CM.ma. "iLSSSwSs, 

maintenance of totalitarian class rule and exploitation provides the ay 
namic force and necessity to aggression and expansion. 

10. Peace, stabilization ti-ough the establishment or world order^ 

and disarmament to elimiate the dangers created by nuc . f -^he 

he achieved only through the political destruction or - g 
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classes whose Interest it is to wage war or gain by employing the 
threat of .nuclear attack for blackmail and aggrandizement 

11^ Politics of appeasement, a defensive stance leading to pi 
meal capitulation., no matter how well intentioned, are not only re* 
tlonary and immoral, but above all Increase the risk and likelihood 
nuclear war and annihilation„ 

12 , A foreign policy based on a worldwide struggle for free 6 
mocratlc social, political and economic institutions can derive for 
and effectiveness only from an unremitting and uncompromising effoi 
to end inequality,, exploitation and poverty in our own country, Ty 
enlargement of the areas of democracy abroad requires the full exte 
slon of democracy at home. The impetus, sustaining drive and pres-3 
sure for a democratic, foreign policy can be provided only by the 
political and social forces working to eliminate all social and eco 
nomic Inequality in the U 0 S. 

_13c An effective struggle against totalitarian tyranny is so] 
deeply and organically dependent on an agressive and'revolutlonarv] 
democratic struggle, both at home and abroad, that to relax one Is 
to undermine^the other. This requires the vigilant guarding, by 
the labor, civil rights and socialist movements, of their political! 
arul moral Independence from the established oolitical-lndustrial- 
military complex, whose Interests conflict with those who seek to 
oiansform American society Into a thoroughgoing economic and poli¬ 
tical democracy. 
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MPT . P referred by the Convention to the 
iStloSl"—ana enacted by the National Ac«on:E«mlttte 
acting 00 behalf ot tM Convention. 

PARDON gCj»| “ CIVI1 RIG " IS 

2,1: s- 

double outrage. ^ th6 Act punishes people for no crime except 
. 3tlcal "crJ&e"- of being or having been "knowing" members of 
the political crjm? T he viciousness of the Act itself, and of the 

the Communist^arty.^ihe vicious and potential, is high- 

by the cKe C? Junius Scales . Scales, had left the party 
light y his final conviction and sentencing. Nevertheless he 
years^ nnpest single sentence yet issued in a Smith Act case. 

WaS S The n reason for his sentence is clears, opposition to Stalinism 
no t enough — only a willingness to turn informer against his for- 
mer associates wouldKave satisfied the Justice Department and the 
mer 2 s -\oa +n "a dismissal or nominal punishment. 

C ° Urt l presidential pardon of Junius Scales can repair some of the 
damage to human dignity and civil liberties caused oy his impri 

sonment^ Soc . aljst Party oa lls on President Cennody to pardon^Ju¬ 
nius Seales and all other Smith Act victims immediately, and to 
restore to them all civil and^politacaj rights. _ , 

END PROSECUTIONS UNfiER THE MCCARRAN ACT 

A number of indictments and prosecutions of leaders of the Com¬ 
munist Party have been Initiated by the Department of Justice, for 
failure to register under the McCarran Act. 

To force these people to register would expose each and every 
one of them to prosecution u der the Smith Act ; ihis 
violates every sense of fair play, as well as the constitutional 
gurantee that no man shall be forced to bear witness against himself. 

In the long run, only repeal of the McCarran Act hy Congress can 
put a stop to this back-handed means of suppressing and illegal1zing 
the Communist Party and other organizations which have been or may be 
declared "Communist front" or "Communist infiltrated by 
sive Activities Control Board, ..... 

We call on the Kennedy administration to initiate repeal of 
this vicious law which runs counter to the best tradition of American 
democracy. We further call on the administration to drop 
prosecutions and indictments, as a means of demonstrating it , . 

to have the Act repealed; to lift the pall of governmental^persecution 
from the political life of the country; and as an act of simple justice 
to the Individual victims. 
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..RESOLUTION ON FUNERAL'-REFORlV' 

WHEREAS the custom of ostentatious and costly funerals has led to 
one of the severest and most cruel forms of exploitation 
In America 3 with total expenses for funerals and burials 
now close to two billion dollars per year 9 and 

WHEREAS funeral expenses are now consuming the major portion of 
the hard-won welfare funds of union labor 9 and 

WHEREAS a national movement 3 Geldlcated to simplicity 9 dignity 
and economy in funeral arrangements has been developed,, 
with organizations In more than JO cities 3 be it therefore 

RESOLVED that the Socialist ; Party go on record In support of this 
movement and encourage Its members 3 and the members of- 
trade unions and other progressive groups to take active 
part In these organizations. ■■■ 


Information on existing societies and on how to organize such 
societies is available from the newly-formed Continental Associa¬ 
tion of Funeral and Memorial Societies 9 c/o The Co-op League 
of the U. So A. 3 343 South Dearborn Street 3 Chicago 4 9 Illinois. 
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Full Delegates’ Attending,Convention 
(Registered Delegates) 


Arizona 

Tucsons George Papeun 

California 

East Bays Joyce Brown 

Bogdan Denitch 
Robert Martinson 
Los Angeless Paul Albright 
William Briggs 
Arthur Kunkln 
Sam Kushner 
Alleen Whitehead 

Colorado 

Boulders Myrna Culbreath 
Alex Garber 
John Maxwell 
Richard Von Fuchs 
Gene Yeager 

Illinois 

Nancy Ahearn 
Ray Ahearn 
Robert; Brown 
J oe Gute nkauf 
Deborah Meier 
Saul Mendelson 
Peter Meyer 
Michael Parker 
Michael Shute 
Max Welnrib 
Rose Welnrib 
Ben Wllllger 

Massachusetts 
Leo Leopold 
Virginia Clark 
Frances Morrill 

Michigan 

Ann Arbors Charles Van Tassel 
Detroits Conrad Keydel 
Stan Ovshinsky 
Oscar Paskal 
George Rawick 

Maryland 

Baltimores Charles Davis 
Connecticut 

New Havens Donald R. Anderson 


Ohio 

Max E. Epstein 
Barry Gordeh: 

Robert S, Henes 
Katherine Syracopoulos. 

Max W ohl 
Sylvia Wohl 

Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia 

Thomas' Barton 
David Flneman 
Lillian Mirmak 
Martin Opoenhelmer 
Sara Oppenheimer 
Pittsburgh 
Max Turner 
David Rlnne 

Readings Darlington Hoopes 
Washington (State of) 

Donald Moon 

Washington 9 District of Columbia 
Warren Morse 
Ruth Stack 
Helene Wilson 
Hichard Wllson 
Kathleen Winston 
Milton Zatinsky 

New Jersey 

Camdens Morris Stempa 

Harry Clevenger 
Northern New Jersey 
Henry Balch 

WIsconsin 
James Flynn 

Young Peoples Socialist League 
Joel Geler 
Tom Kahn 
Joanne Landy 


Delegates At Larges 

Missouri - William S, Allen 
New York - Brewster Kneen 
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Registered Full Delegates (continued). P ^ GIS TER5D ALTERNATES 


New York State 

Nassau? Seymour vopilow 
Michael Green 
Max Shachtman 
Norman Thomas: 
Suffolk? Jack Cypin 


Colorado: Frank Byers 

Alberta Garber 
Charlotte Roe 

Connecticut? Eleanor Holm. 


New York City 

At Large? Sydney Bykofsky 
Samuel Friedman 
Michael Harrington 
Robert Xoeppicus 
Ernst Papanek 
Seymour Stelnsaplr 
I'rwln Suall 
Brooklyn? Robert Aks 

Abraham Bassford 
Mordecai T Cohn 

Lower Manhattan? Herman Benson 
° Phyllis Jacobson 

Irving Panken 
Trade Union? Norman Hill 
Queens? Anne Koeppicus 

Terence McCarthy 

Upper West Side? David Edelstern ' 
Samuel j^strrn 
Rudy Pakalns 
Antonio Ramirez 


Illinois? Burt Rosen 

Ohio? Griscom Morgan 

Washington 5 D» C 
Richard Yinsey 
Nell Maclay ' . ■ 

Larry Tepper 

Wisconsin? Emily Flynr. 

At Large? 

Missouri ~ Stan Matoren 


New York c ity? 

Lower Manhattan 
Bernard Bo3.it zsr 
Brooklyn 

George Aronov 


1962 National Convention 


CORRECT' IONS 


Several errors have been 

t ortE. P S 1 ocLrinS'; should be noted. 

Voting Z3X. the Friend resolution? 

Maxwell 
Alex Garber 
CuL breath 
Yeager 

Alberta Garber 
Rowe 

Friedman 

Abstaining on the Friend Resolution? 

Pakalns 

Corrected totals on Roll Call* 

n Against - 56 Abstaining - 1 
Friend Resolution? For - 11 Against ? 

Denitch Resolution? For - 47 Against - 21 
Not Voting? 3 
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